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Kim faces tough re-election
Vulnerable but tenacious incumbent draws well-positioned
challenger.

Click-2-Listen
By Kate Alexander
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Monday, October 08, 2007

The race is on for Austin City Council Member Jennifer Kim.

Internet entrepreneur and former University of Texas student body president Randi Shade said she will
challenge Kim for Place 3 in the May election.

Unlike most challengers, Shade, 41, has the community
connections, résumé and political team to mount a serious
campaign against Kim.

Unlike most incumbents, Kim, 35, is vulnerable to upset, political
observers say.

Kim has enjoyed some policy success since joining the council in
2005, including advocating a red light camera program and pushing
access for dogs to restaurant patios.

But she has taken her lumps over a series of controversies,
including the use of public money for a political Web site and a flap
over preferential airport access that prompted a verbal flogging on
Web sites and talk radio.

Within City Hall, she has earned a reputation for being difficult to
work with, making other council members reluctant to join forces
with her. In July, the chasm widened when Kim chided her
colleagues in a published letter to the American-Statesman for not
fighting the Northcross Mall redevelopment with her.

Kim said last week that she would not discuss her re-election
campaign until  after the toll road vote Monday night at the Capital
Area Metro Planning Organization so that she could focus her
attention on that issue. There will probably be political
consequences either way she votes on the plan.

Supporters say Kim has gotten a bum rap.

"The criticism of her has been unfair ... particularly given her track record to reach out to people and
to work with people," said Brigid Shea, a former council member.

Kim has not gotten the credit she deserves for having backbone and asking difficult questions that
no one else is asking, Shea said, citing as examples the fights over Northcross Mall and a water
plant.

She is also an uncommonly tenacious campaigner and fund-raiser, both keys to a successful re-
election effort, her past campaign advisers say.

That tenacity will not be enough this time, said Mark Nathan, a political consultant for Shade.

"If Jennifer Kim had applied the same determination to serving as she did to getting elected, she
wouldn't be as vulnerable as she is now," Nathan said. "In politics especially you reap what you sow,
and the incumbent now faces an alarmingly formidable challenger."

Shade's résumé rivals that of Kim, with a master's in business administration from Harvard Business
School; a high-level position in Gov. Ann Richards' administration, where she launched the state's
AmeriCorps program; and experience as an Internet entrepreneur.

Over the past year and a half, Shade has focused on being a "mom from Clarksville," she said,
echoing a refrain of the late Sally Shipman, who served on the council from 1983 to 1990.

Shade said her extensive leadership positions and relationships in the business, public sector and
nonprofit realms give her a leg up on the incumbent.
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SHARE THIS STORY "Jennifer Kim has been more interested in being an elected official than in being a public servant,"
Shade said. "The biggest difference is my approach to leadership. ... I think we have very different
attitudes about the role of a council member."

Kim's re-election depends, in part, on whether she can cobble together the money, organization and
votes that propelled her into the 2005 runoff from a crowded field of four top-flight contenders and
ultimately to victory.

Part of her success at the time can be attributed to the support of two big political fish — the
firefighters union and political consultant David Butts — who backed her early.

The firefighters gave Kim credibility when they broke from the other public safety groups and endorsed the newcomer.

Since joining the council, Kim has disappointed the firefighters by failing to lead on issues that matter to them, said Stephen Truesdell,
president of the Austin Firefighters Association.

It is too early to say if the firefighters will once again back Kim, Truesdell said.

Butts, a kingmaker of sorts in city politics, joined Kim's campaign and brought her some political legitimacy. He has yet to say publicly
whether he will work with her on her re-election effort.

Jennifer Kim

Age:35

Occupation:Council member; vice president of VIAS International LLC.

Education:Bachelor's degree in political science, Texas A&M University; master's degree in public affairs , Princeton University.

Experience:Legislative aide for Texas Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo; economic development specialist for the federal Economic
Development Administration; board memberships in Austin, including Social Equity Commission, Census 2000 Complete County
Committee, Commission on Immigrant Affairs and Community Leadership Council; owned a Computer Moms franchise, which does
computer support and training for residential customers and small businesses.

Randi Shade

Age:41

Occupation:Founder of Charitygift, an Internet charitable giving site; former executive director, Entrepreneurs Foundation of Central
Texas.

Education: Bachelor's degree, University of Texas; master's in business administration, Harvard Business School.

Experience: UT student body president; founding executive director of Texas Commission on Volunteerism and Community Service
under Gov. Ann Richards; director of national development for City Year; volunteer board member for groups including PeopleFund,
University of Texas Hillel Foundation and Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce.
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